State of California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation

Memorandum
Date : March 16, 2016

To - Associate Directors, Division of Adult Institutions
Wardens
Classification Staff Representatives
Classification and Parole Representatives

Subject:  PROCESS FOR SCREENING FOR YOUTHFUL OFFENDER PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY
AT AN ANNUAL REVIEW

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide clarification of procedures originally
outlined in the June 22, 2015 memorandum, titled, /mplementation of the Youthful
Offender Program (attached). Additionally, this memorandum will provide direction for
screening an offender for placement in the Youthful Offender Program (YOP) during an
annual review, as well as specific eligibility criteria. This memorandum shall be retained
as a supplement to the above-referenced memorandum.

As described in the June 22, 2015 memorandum, all offenders received on or after
July 1, 2015, under the age of 22, who did not meet YOP eligibility criteria, declined to
participate in the YOP, or were denied placement at the Reception Center (RC), Youth
Offender Institution Classification Committee (ICC) shall be evaluated for placement
consideration at subsequent annual reviews occurring up until the age of 25. Offenders
with a Level | or Level Il placement score may be considered for in level placement at an
institution with enhanced program opportunities, as appropriate.

Eligibility and Screening

Offenders not meeting YOP eligibility criteria upon reception, which declined to
participate, or were denied YOP placement at the YOP ICC shall be evaluated
for YOP eligibility during their annual review. The Classification Services Unit (CSU) will
assist receiving institutions in identifying all offenders who were denied YOP placement
prior to their annual review. A list of offenders who require screening for YOP eligibility
will be provided to Classification and Parole Representatives (C&PR), or their designee,
a minimum of 30 days prior to an offenders annual review date. All offenders shall be
reviewed by a Unit Classification Committee (UCC) during their annual review to
determine whether they meet YOP eligibility criteria. Offenders shall not be evaluated
prior to their scheduled annual review in an attempt to allow for placement after initially
refusing to participate or being denied at the RC ICC. The UCC shall make a
recommendation based upon the totality of the offender's case factors to determine
whether a recommendation for YOP placement is appropriate.

A referral to ICC shall only be required when an offender is denied YOP placement at
their annual review by UCC, when the offender otherwise meets the YOP eligibility
criteria.
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